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Assessment #13 The Freshman Placement Exam: Writing Your Essay 

Due Thurs. 12-9

Include the 2 handouts and notes from this week.   Place this sheet on top, followed by your essay, then the rest.  Staple.  

Then, place in your folder, on top.  Turn your folder in directly to Ms. Kay and Ms. Pearce. 

Essay Question

	A Parks Board in a large city has received a generous donation and wants to use the donation to benefit the city as a whole. The Board is considering 2 options, but there is only enough funding for 1. One option is to improve the city's parks by planting more flower gardens and creating more recreational areas. The other option is to improve the overall appearance of the city by planting flower beds and small trees along city streets and at intersections. Write a letter to the Parks Board in which you argue for improving the city's parks or for improving the appearance of the city, explaining how your choice will benefit the city as a whole. Begin your letter: Dear Parks Board:


Re-write your Essay Topic, Controlling Idea, and Main Points below, legibly.  Then write the essay.
	Essay Topic
	The Park’s Board wants your help.  It wants to know which option you think will  _________________________________________________________ better.



	Controlling Idea (thesis)
	You think that the _______ option [to _________________________________ _______________________________________________________________

______________________] -- will ______________________________ better.



	Main Points
	You think that the _______ option [to _________________________________ _______________________________________________________________

______________________] -- will _____________________________ better, for 2 reasons:

because  _________________________________________________________

& because _________________________________________________________




In order to fulfill the Park’s Board’s request (and “pass” the placement test), your essay needs to meet or  

exceed the standards described below, which are described at the “3” level.

	MEANING
	After reading this essay, the Park’s Board will understand which ONE option you want them to fund in order to benefit the city as a whole.  The Park’s Board will understand how the option you recommend will achieve that ultimate purpose that the question asks you to resolve.
	

	DEVELOPMENT
	The Park’s Board will find your 2 reasons convincing because you have provided ample examples, which you have explained & detailed.
	

	ORGANIZATION
	The Park’s Board will find your essay easy to follow because the organization is unified and coherent – the beginning, middle, & end structure your argument in favor of a single option supported by 2 reasons. 
	

	LANGUAGE USE
	The Park’s Board will find it easy to understand your sentences because your language is clear and precise.
	

	CONVENTIONS
	The Park’s Board will not dismiss your essay as incompetent without even reading it on the basis of seeing mistakes in spelling, grammar, etc
	

	YOUR SCORE
	


KEY:  5 = exceeds the standard, 4 = fully meets the standard, 3 = minimally meets the standard, 2 = must be revised: does not meet the standard, 1 = must be revised: is much below the standard

